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KOREAN HOLIDAYS


Although Koreans work hard, they always appreciate a holiday as a time of rest and reunion. Between the two calendar systems in use in Korea, the year is chockfull of special days, and when you add up the personal birthdays and milestones as well, every month brings something to look forward to.


Lamentably, the pace of modern Korea hardly allows urban citizens to keep up with the traditional feast days that their agrarian ancestors enjoyed. Although the two largest holidays, the Lunar New Year’s and Chusok, have retained many of their traditional trappings, observation of other days has diminished to the eating of a special dish. Koreans old enough to remember, however, fondly recall the pleasure of an entire community, and wish for good fortune.

THE LUNAR CALENDAR


Since the Three Kingdoms period, farmers followed a calendar based on the revolution of the moon around the earth. A month is 29 or 30 days, and there are twelve months in a year. However, this adds up to 354 days a year, compared to 365 in a solar calendar. The 11-day difference is made up every 33 months in a 30-day leap month called YUNDAL. Since it is essentially a repeat of the month before, the leap month is considered a blessed period, free of “unlucky” days. Weddings and other ceremonies are purposely scheduled then.


Although the Western calendar was officially adopted in the 19th century, many Koreans still calculate important days by the lunar-solar calendar.


The list of lunar holidays below is by no means complete. Each region, and each village has a unique tradition or folk festival, some completely unknown to the rest of the country. What these special days have in common, though, is their celebration of nature, community, and luck.


Even today in industrialized Korea, families across the peninsula gather together at least twice a year (creating massive traffic jams) usually at the household of the oldest male. All the wives help to prepare the feast while children play, and the men sit around talking business.

KOREAN HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS

(F: Festival)   :   (H: Holiday)

New Years Day

   Georgian New Year (H)




1 January

    Lunar New Year (H)




Lunar-1st Month

FIRST FULL MOON (F)




Lunar15-1st Month

INDEPENDENCE DAY (H)




1 March

HANSHIK (F)





Lunar 105th Day

ARBOR DAY (F)





5 April

BUDDHA’S BIRTHDAY (H)



Lunar5-5th Month

LABOR DAY (H)





1 May

CHILDREN’S DAY (H)




5 May

PARENT’S DAY (F)





8 May

TANO DAY (F)





Lunar5-5th Month

MEMORIAL DAY (H)




6 June

CONSTITUTION DAY (H)




17 July

LIBERATION DAY (H)




15 August

CHILSOK (F)






Lunar7-7th Month

CHUSOK FULL MOOM (H)



Lunar25-8th Month

ARMED FORCES DAY (F)




1 October

NATIONAL FOUNDATION DAY (H)


3 October

HANGUL (Alphabet) DAY (F)



9 October

CHRISTMAS DAY (H)




25 December
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